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	SIMILARITIES/DIFFERENCES
	RANSOM
	THE QUEEN

	Both texts explore the influences of each leader’s gender counterpart in various ways. 
· In ransom, Priam seeks comfort in Hecuba’s presence, allowing him to express his insecurities and his past before becoming King of Troy.  
· Within the Queen on the other hand, male figures have a greater influence, much like Phillip and Elizabeth’s relationship (explained in the queen column). In spite of that, the relationship between female figures such as Elizabeth and her mother, still suggests ‘The Queen’ also highlights the notion of a sanctuary offered to great leaders, as she often seeks advice and opinion from her mother of the past generation.

The Queen and Achilles both have moments where they express emotion through tears, however this is only in private. Although they are different genders it does not change their need to hide their emotions.

Both the Queen and Ransom are similar in the way they regard motherhood - Hecuba’s anger toward Achilles shows the strength of motherhood - proving the important role of women in the sense they are vital in the cycle of men (who grow to become warriors)
	“Tears. Oh, I have plenty of those. But not of grief. Of anger, of fury, that I am a woman and can do nothing but sit here and rage and weep while the body of my son, Hector, after eleven days and nights, is still out there on the plain.”
“The man was a fighter, but when he is not fighting he is a farmer.” pg. 4 

“He has grieved. But silently, never permitting himself to betray to others what he felt.” pg. 5

“He had entered the rough world of men, where a man’s acts follow him wherever he goes in the form of a story” pg.6

“A hero’s death out there in full sunlight under the gaze of gods and men, for which the hardened self, the hardened body, had daily to be exercised and prepared”.pg 6 

“Too proud to admit, even to this man who was half himself, that he might be in the wrong” (masculine pride) pg 18

“Her brothers taunt her without mercy, seeing in this half-crazed mystic and self-proclaimed bride of Apollo a girl who has always claimed too much for herself…”pg. 42

“With old pride in her beauty..wish as always to appear at her best before him” pg49

“I am a woman and can do nothing but sit here and rage and weep while the body of my son..is still out there” pg 51

“Straight-backed woman he has known and not known for so many years” pg 51



“The soft light she (Iris) appears in has a calming effect, and his heart opens to what she whispers in his ear.” pg. 46

And how could we do less, any one of us2


	Phillip’s nature to talk down and be condescending toward Elizabeth despite her having much more power over him - sense of being a man’s wife is not lost within their marriage  

There is an obvious power dynamic between the Queen and Blair as she is his superior. At their first meeting she clearly refers to this, mentioning how she is wiser and more experienced than him and therefore must mentor him in a way. This is later reversed when he must tell her what to do, complicating their relationship. 

Since she is a woman and a leader, there are a few occasions where the power dynamic between her and a man is battled. The complication comes from her being a monarch by title but also a woman in society.

Can observe the juxtaposition between the relationship of Queen/Phillip and Tony/Cherie - how ‘modernizing’ has played a role in their own dynamic (much more even distribution of power between the two) 

The way in which Dianna was regarded after her death - being a good mother was one of her main legacies the royal’s couldn’t taint about her 






