2. "[he] cannot go home [he] cannot stay".
'The characters in All the Light We Cannot See are trapped and have little control over their own lives'. To what extent do you agree?

The notion of control over one’s life as being either possessed by the respective person or by external factors is a question central to Anthony Doerr’s novel All the Light We Cannot See. Set in the high time of World War II, Doerr demonstrates through his use of characters, how an individual may radically lose control over their life due to societal conformities or by sheer circumstances. However, Doerr parallels this idea, by alternatively suggesting that, external factors merely only dictate the destination, but the path to reach that destination is ultimately in the hands of the individuals themselves. 

During an era totally engulfed by the war, Doerr manifests the idea that the society in which we live in has a remarkable impact on our lives. This idea is epitomised by Werner, whose life is predetermined to be spent working within the mines, although the “death of his father still haunts him”. Through which Doerr suggests that the community in which people live in automatically categorises people into various positions in the social hierarchy. This idea is reiterated by Fredrick, who claims that “we don’t own our lives” and simply accepts Werner’s “ten thousand small betrayals” because “both have been assigned to their specific courses [and] there is no deviating now.” Furthermore, Doerr also casts a spot light on how a society may manipulate an individual through the jarring juxtaposition between innocence and violence in the image of ten year old cadets “carrying torches and swastika flags” and singing “I do not want to die in vain, what I want is to fall on the sacrificial mound”. In addition to which, Doerr demonstrates through Werner, that once the path of life is chosen, it is extremely difficult to alter its direction, since “[he] cannot go home [and he] cannot stay” within Schulpforta. 

On the other, Doerr also suggests that an individual’s life is largely dependant upon their own actions regardless of other factors. For example, Madame Manec, diagnosed with high fever, ignores the state of her condition and participates in the resistance and “let her last breath curl up to the ceiling as a curse upon the invaders.” Furthermore, maintaining a strong moral compass and encapsulated by his integrity, Fredrick outrightly denies the chance to harm a prisoner stating “I will not”. Therefore, Doerr denotes the idea that no matter the circumstances nor other pressures, an individual does always have control over their own lives and the choices they make as. Similarly, this can also be backed up Werner who

