Language Analysis

The recent issue regarding the proposal to change the date that Australia day will be held on has sparked heated debate among indigenous and non-indigenous people. An editorial published in The Guardian (Wednesday 25th January 2017) supports the change in date in a reasonable manner and is paralleled with an accompanying picture of an aboriginal who is unhappy. Whereas, in the opinion article, Andrew Bolt argues that the date must remain unchanged. Alongside these articles, the cartoon by Inkcinct, demonstrates the various opinions on this issue by juxtaposing two images, one of which portrays how non-indigenous people view the flag on Australia day while the other image displays how indigenous people view the flag on Australia day. 

The editorial commences by providing an insight into the issue which effectively attempts to the draw the reader’s attention. Upon this, the editor then states the views of an influential Australian and an academic indigenous leader, who are in consensus with the editorial itself, to convincing the audience that 26th of January is not the ideal date for Australia day. Following this, the editorial then directly attacks Malcolm Turnbull’s government on the reason that they rejected the proposal to change the date of the main citizenship ceremony to the 28th of January. Following this, is a short anecdote, which displays the views of ex-prime minister Kevin Rudd, wherein he harshly rejects requests for a date change, which in turn promotes a strong negative image oh him within the general public.

