Notes for discussion of The Great Gatsby: Chapter 1

Nick
· Nick is our narrator. He gives us an introduction to himself on p. 1. What evidence is there that his account may not always be reliable?
Since the story is narrated in first person, what they describe may not always be true.
· Nick travels to New York State from the Mid-West. What impression do you gain of him from the circumstances surrounding this move?
“Everyone I knew was in the bond business, so I supposed it could support one more single man”. This suggests that nick is desperate of finding a job and is keen on doing anything that earns well and is the most popular. 

Tom
· Tom is introduced on p.6. How does Fitzgerald create an image of a wealthy powerful man from 1920s America?
As part of Tom Buchanan’s introduction, Fitzgerald discloses Tom’s many physical accomplishments as well as him being one of the “most powerful ends that ever-played football at New Haven. Furthermore, Fitzgerald’s use of language also contributes to the image of Tom Buchanan as he implements descriptive details such as “a hard mouth”, “shining arrogant eyes” and ultimately states through the narrator that he communicates via “a touch of paternal contempt.” These not only create the image of a powerful manly figure but also add to a rather harsh and bold representation of the character.  
· How is Tom presented as embodying many of the key beliefs in America at this time?
Since the time when the story is set, it is believed that regardless of the race, class, gender or nationality anyone can be rich in America if they just work hard enough which Tom is an example of. 

Daisy
· Daisy is introduced on p.7. How does Fitzgerald create an idealised feminine description of her?
Fitzgerald continues to use imagery as he had previously utilized in the description of Tom, only this time it is to introduce Daisy. 
Gatsby
· Gatsby is only fleetingly mentioned in this chapter, yet according to the title he is the main character. What does this do to you as a reader?
Due to only unelaborate mention of Gatsby’s title, the readers are left to wonder about the character himself and hence Fitzgerald creates and atmosphere of mystery and curiousity. 
· How is Gatsby presented in this chapter?
Gatsby is mentioned in gossip and oblique hints. His stature is made to seem quite significant, though his background remains mysterious. In this way, Fitzgerald presents Gatsby as a larger than life figure, hence indicating that he is not just a man but a myth. 

Notes for discussion of The Great Gatsby: Chapter 2

The Valley of Ashes
· The Valley of Ashes is our 3rd setting in the novel. How does Fitzgerald create a sense of the impact of the world of the Eggs upon the poorer members of society?
Since Fitzgerald previously describes the society of the Eggs and their sheer wealth generated through the various forms of industries at the Valley of Ashes and through imagery, Fitzgerald also indicates the contribution to pollution which results in a dull and dreary environment. 

Myrtle
· Myrtle is introduced on p17-18. How does her introduction differ from that of Daisy’s in Chapter 1?
While Daisy is introduced through features such as her voice and charms, Myrtle’s introduction solely focuses on her body itself.  
· Throughout the chapter, Myrtle’s wish to better herself (i.e. to fulfil the American Dream) is reiterated. How does Fitzgerald show this?
As evident in the party arranged by Tom in the hotel, Myrtle is desperately trying to come off as a richer individual than she actually is. This can be supported by Nick’s description of “her laugher, her gestures, her assertions” becoming “more violently affected moment by moment.” Furthermore, Nick also opinionated that the “intense vitality that had been so remarkable in the garage was converted into impressive hauteur. 

Nick’s perceptions
· We receive all our information through Nick. Where do you think his perceptions of people and situations might be coloured by his own prejudices?
Nick might be prejudice on matters based on Tom and Gatsby since they are classified as his friends.   
· Nick gets drunk in this chapter. How has Fitzgerald created a sense of his disorientation?
Unsure…

Gatsby
· Again, Gatsby is only briefly mentioned. How do these mentions continue to develop a sense of his character for the reader?
These small mentions add to the mystery and curiosity of the character Gatsby himself. 
· Gatsby lives on West Egg, which we know makes him lower class than Tom and Daisy. How does Fitzgerald use Tom’s opinion of Wilson the garage owner to demonstrate Tom’s superiority? 
Since he explicitly describes Wilson as “so dumb, he doesn’t know he’s alive.” 
 

Notes for discussion of The Great Gatsby: Chapter 3

Gatsby’s party
· How are Gatsby’s parties presented in the opening of Chapter 3?
Gatsby’s parties are presented as a quick glimpse of the 1920s wealth and glamour. Through the descriptive details presented about the various events that unfold, readers feel that this is a party like no other and that the reason for all this, the host, that is Jay Gatsby, is a man of richness. 
· How do these parties help to emphasise the excess of West Egg?
Unsure
· There is a subtle change in the description of this party. Can you spot it and what impact does it have?
Nick is astonished when he comes to know the fact that none of the guest at the party were invited, although Nick personally received an invitation. Due to this Nick is encouraged to enquire about the host and is keen on finding him in the party. 
· What impact does the party Nick attends have upon him?
As Nick attends, Gatsby’s parties, he begins to develop a sense of liking towards New York. This can be supported by his statement, “I began to like New York.” 
Gatsby
· Again, we hear rumours about him. How do these continue to develop a sense of his character for the reader?
Fitzgerald continues to develop Gatsby’s character traits and similarly in this chapter, it is said that Gatsby has killed someone. 
· And finally… we meet him! How does Fitzgerald’s introduction to the main character fulfil/disappoint the reader’s and Nick’s expectations?
Ultimately, Gatsby’s introduction is a disappointment to the reader’s and Nick’s expectations. Fitzgerald previously builds up the character of Gatsby, giving readers the impression that he is more than just a human figure. Although, Gatsby is introduced just as simply as, “…I’m Gatsby”, which ends up as a setback to the readers. 
· What image does Fitzgerald build-up of Gatsby from Nick’s descriptions of him?
Through Nick’s initial description of Gatsby it can be seen that Gatsby has a magnetic, spellbinding personality. 

The car crash
· What is the significance of the car crash in this chapter?
This is used to reveal the level of carelessness of the self-centred, upper-class people. Furthermore, it also proposed that these people are careless about any consequence they cause resulting from their mindless habits. 

Nick and Jordan
· After the party, Nick reflects on his life. What image does Fitzgerald paint of the life of somebody supposedly living the American Dream?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Through the description of Nick’s life, it can be seen that there is a longing for fame and success in the American Dream. This is supported by Nick’s statement that “on the first night I [he] went to Gatsby’s house I [he] was one of the few guests who had actually been invited.”
· Jordan has been in the background a lot, but now she gets her own storyline and Nick fills in her background. What image is created of a character who represents the modern woman?
Jordan baker in this chapter is seen as a compulsively dishonest character who evidently cheated in her first golf tournament. She also assumes that everyone is just as dishonest as her and that Gatsby’s books are only there for the sake of showing a better part of Gatsby himself. 
· Jordan re-introduces the image of the car crash. What is significant about her views on ‘careless people’?
Jordan who is a careless driver herself, considers careless drivers as feeling that caution is the responsibility of others and that the onus is on them to keep out of the way of ‘careless drivers’. 
Notes for discussion of The Great Gatsby: Chapter 4

Gatsby’s party
· Chapter 4 opens with an incredibly long list of who came to one of Gatsby’s party. What kind of people come to the parties and what might this suggest about life on West Egg?
Through the people that attended Gatsby’s party it is suggested that West Egg is the land of the new money whereas East Egg is the land of the old money. 
· Importantly, who doesn’t go?
Tom Buchanan and Daisy Buchanan. 

Gatsby
· How does Fitzgerald use Gatsby’s car in order to reflect his character?
Gatsby’s car is used as an expression of Gatsby himself since Gatsby is seen to be perfect just as his car, evident through Nick’s description as he first describes the car as “gorgeous”. 
· Gatsby reveals some things about his past to Nick. How does this conversation further the theme of Gatsby’s appearance not matching the reality?
Since Gatsby says that his “family all died and [he] came into a good deal of money”, while it is later learnt that he earnt the money from a completely different source itself. 
· Gatsby disappears when Tom appears. What is the significance of this?
This clearly gives the readers a hint that Gatsby does not appreciate the presence of Tom and that they have had a rough history. It is later learnt that the reason for this rift is due to Tom marrying the love of Gatsby, Daisy. 
· Gatsby’s obsession with Daisy is revealed towards the end of the chapter. How does Fitzgerald present this?
This can be seen through Gatsby’s request to Nick to invite Daisy over to his (Nick’s) house while Gatsby also intends to come to the Tea at Nick’s house as well, which indicates the fact that Nick is keen in meeting Daisy. 

Meyer Wolfsheim
· How does the introduction of this character further the earlier racism we witnessed from Tom? 
Since Meyer Wolfsheim is obviously Jewish which is evidently the case from his physical description  (a large nose,  a diminutive stature), and as Meyer Wolfsheim can be seen as the “criminal element”, Fitzgerald seems to draw on the racist ideology that Jews were held responsible for the corruption of the nation as a whole. 
· How does Wolfsheim seem sinister and unsettling?
Through Meyer’s introduction it can be seen that he is a disreputable character who is also an infamous gambler who claims to be responsible to fixing the 1919 World Series. 
· What does Gatsby’s friendship with such a character say about Gatsby himself?
Based on Gatsby’s relationship with such an individual, it can be perceived that Gatsby is involved in some illegal dealings and that he may not seem to be the person he shows himself to be. 

Jordan’s story
· Why does Fitzgerald choose Jordan in order to relate the story of Daisy and Gatsby’s past relationship? What effect does this create?
This is because Jordan Baker is the closest friend to Gatsby and Daisy whereas the only other character fit for this role is Nick, he is not yet part of the Gatsby’s closest circle. 
· Tom is further presented as an antagonist (or even a foil for Gatsby himself). How does Fitzgerald do this?
Since Tom Buchanan is presented in this chapter as the person who destroyed Jay Gatsby’s and his love life. 


