2) ‘The pursuit of a dream often leads to unintended consequences. Discuss with reference to BOTH texts.’

F. Scott Fitzgerald’s novel, ‘The Great Gatsby’ explores the desires of a person from a low social class and his craving to be recognised as an individual of extreme wealth and social status. While in Gary Ross’s film ‘Pleasantville’, the protagonist (David) is also found to be in pursuit of a dream. Both authors centre their stories on the same idea, that is ‘dreams’. While this is the case, ‘The Great Gatsby’ involves mostly materialistic aspirations, although in ‘Pleasantville’, David is keen on having the perfect life similar to what is indicated in the 1950s tv show: ‘Pleasantville’. Ultimately, Fitzgerald suggests that the pursuit of a dream will unintendedly lead to the end of the dream itself. Similarly, Ross also insinuates that the pursuit of a dream leads to unforeseen consequences. 

While both authors present a variety of inadvertent consequences, most of them directly impact the protagonists, Gatsby and David. Since Gatsby’s parents are at most shiftless and unsuccessful farmers, Gatsby was evidently unsettled in life from a young age. Hence, “he [Gatsby] invented just the sort of Jay Gatsby that a seventeen-year-old boy [James Gatz] would be likely to invent, and to this conception he was faithful to the end.” Thus, “Jay Gatsby” may just be a deception to the world but to James Gatz, it is his real identity until a point where he cannot change back into being James Gatz. Therefore, his desire of being wealthy took toll on his own identity, ever since the decision he took as a seventeen-year-old. In parallel, is the fact that David also lost his identity the moment he entered Pleasantville. While David suggests that he and Jennifer “just have to play along for a little while”, David is unaware that he lost his original persona. Thereby, both authors use identity as an example to indicate some of the incidental consequences of pursuing a dream. In extension to this, is the death of Jay Gatsby himself, towards the end of novel. This can be seen as the ultimate consequence of obsession and love, one of the deepest desires of Gatsby, and the cascade of events that followed. Although, such consequence is not the case in ‘Pleasantville’, since another accidental effect of David’s dream is the change of his attitude towards things at Pleasantville. Initially, David is forceful upon Jennifer to make sure that she does not alter the plot; although, through the actions of Jennifer, unknowingly David changes himself upon the fact that Pleasantville doesn’t uphold the perfect life he expected. Hence, contrasting to Fitzgerald’s idea of the consequences of a dream, is the notion of Ross’s film that one of the unintended consequences of following your dreams is the change that circumstances enforce on you. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In both, the film and the text, the protagonists are heavily influenced by others and are also influential upon them. Based on this, Ross and Fitzgerald, explain how people trying to follow their ambitions, effects those that are around them. For instance, in ‘Pleasantville’, David’s pursuit of his dream, inflicted consequences on his sister, Jennifer. Likewise, David also caused significant changes to the people living in the town of Pleasantville. Until David and Jennifer entered Pleasantville, “everything around here [Pleasantville] has [had] been, well, pleasant.” Although, after, “things have become unpleasant.” Although David, initially never intended to make those changes, Jennifer who was out of his control, had a major contribution to the changes caused in Pleasantville and the soul reason for Jennifer entering Pleasantville was due to David. Hence David’s ambition sparked a bonfire that resulted in multiple unintended changes. Moreover, David’s intention while he is in Pleasantville automatically makes Big Bob an enemy since Bob is initially who suggests, “the first thing we [they] have to do is to separate out the things that are pleasant from the things that are unpleasant.” Similarly, in ‘The Great Gatsby’ Gatsby’s dream of attaining Daisy has intently made Tom Buchanan an arch enemy of Gatsby. This is evident as Gatsby leaves the moment he confronts Tom at Meyer Wolfsheim’s party. Therefore, both authors suggest that as part of pursuing your dreams, you will make friends as well as foes. 
