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This COMMON ASSESSMENT TASK will be used to measure your achievement against the skills and understandings that we studied during this learning sequence.

You are required to complete each part of this assessment, and finish within the 5-6 periods allocated. 

You need to work through the assessment from beginning to end, using the scaffolds and instructions included within each part of the task.

Use your rubric and feedback from your teacher to guide you from one part of the assessment to the next. Make sure you evaluate the accuracy and success of each part before moving on to the next. After you complete your own checking, you need to show your teacher who will advise you if your work is at the expected level. 

Certain components of this task will require you to work in a group, although all students must prepare and perform their own speech/summary sheet. Remember to organise your time appropriately so you can complete as much of the assessment task as possible in the time given. 

You are permitted to use the following resources during the Common Assessment Task:
· Internet
· Newspaper
· Other relevant resources relevant to the debate topic

During the Common Assessment Task period, the conditions you will work under will be:
· Work in your debating team: preparation and practise (please refer to CAT for details)
· Seek assistance from your teacher
· Independent preparation is required for speech writing guarantee 
· Refer to the rubric for outline of skills which will be assessed



	Common Assessment Task Overview

	Brief Overview: You will be participating in a Political Debate

	Task 1:
	Research topic

	Task 2:
	Form your arguments and prepare speech for the debate

	Task 3:
	Present your debate

	Task 4:
	Complete a reflection



Student Declaration:
	I declare that this assessment is my individual work after seeking and receiving feedback from my peers and teacher. I have not copied from another student’s work or from any other source, except where due acknowledgement is made explicit, nor has any part being written or completed for me by another person.

	Student Name:
	

	Student Signature
	

	Date:
	



YEAR 9 HUMANITIES CAT: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP
DEBATE AN ISSUE
Step 1: You will need to form a group of six members and decide choose a political issue (with your group) from the list below: 
· 
1


· Asylum seekers
· National Security
· Legalisation of marijuana for medicinal purpose
· University Education
· Other (in consultation with your teacher)

Step 2: You will have 4 periods to research and prepare your debating speech. This will require you to:
· Form a debating question around the chosen issue (do this as a group).
· Break into two teams (of three) to argue ‘for’ and ‘against’ your question. 
· With your team of three, form arguments for your side of the debate.
· Organise the order of speakers -first speaker, second speaker, third speaker. (Make sure all speakers follow the formal debating structure that your teacher as outlined to you.)
· Each speaker must research and prepare their own speech. Use the Debating Organiser to help you organise your research. 
*** You must hand in your Debating Organiser/research as this will be considered to form teacher judgement of your achievement.  

Step 3:  An additional 1 -2 periods will be allocated for each team to present their debate to the class. Each speaker should speak for 3-4 minutes.

Step 4:  Complete the 3-2-1 Reflection Worksheet to demonstrate how you thought the issue was resolved.  
*** TO ENSURE FAIR AND EQUITABLE ASSESSMENT FOR ALL, YOU MUST SUBMIT YOUR RESEARCH AND REFLECTION (THE DEBATING ORGANISER AND 3-2-1 REFLECTION WORKSHEET) TO YOUR TEACHER.  JUST PRESENTING THE DEBATE IS NOT ENOUGH.


DEBATING ORGANISER
	What is the issue?






	Supporters believe …





























	Opponents believe …













	My best arguments are…

	What sources have I used to gather my information?












3 – 2 – 1 REFLECTION SHEET
	3 Things I Learned














	2 Interesting Facts












	1 Resolution – How do I think the issue can be resolved?
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	COMMON ASSESSMENT TASK INSTRUCTIONAL RUBRIC

	YEAR LEVEL: 9
	SUBJECT: HUMANITIES
	CAT TITLE: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP



	EMERGING SKILLS
	APPROACHING THE STANDARD
	AT THE STANDARD
	ABOVE THE STANDARD
	WELL ABOVE THE STANDARD

	You are able to select a political issue that you are passionate about
	You are able to select and evaluate a political issue that you are passionate about
	Question and Research for debate

You have developed a range of questions around the issue and have evaluated the integrity of the questions.  You have identified relevant and appropriate sources, you have collected the relevant and appropriate information and referenced appropriately….

You are able to select and evaluate a political issue that you are passionate about and develop a debating question for this issue
	Analysis, synthesis and analysis of information

You have critically evaluated the questions and information you have collected and you have offered your point of view on the issue.
You are accounting for different interpretations




You are able to select and evaluate a complex political issue that you are passionate about and develop a debating question about this issue
	Problem solving and decision making


Present a debate that recognises multiple perspectives about the issue.  Be able to resolve contentious issues/arguments.

	Capability
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