1. The story’s opening paragraph is a mixture of the plausible and the implausible. Which detail is the most implausible? Continue your paragraph by explaining the effect of this impossible claim.
The story begins as he explains the deceiving tricks played by local supermarkets and grocery stores. Calvino uses both plausible and implausible speech. Comparatively, he most implausible phrase is, ‘to fatten chickens, they stuffed them with synthetic pills that could transform the man who ate a drumstick into a chicken himself’. This emphasises the consequences consuming these ‘poisoned’ foods. 
 
 
2.  What does the second paragraph add to our understanding of the “yearnings of [Marcovaldo’s] heart and the woes of his existence”? Explain your interpretation fully and support with evidence and reasoning.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The second paragraph extends the yearning of Marcovaldo’s heart and the woes of his existence. As evidence in support of this claim, he quotes, ‘the sight of her (Domitilla’s) shopping bag, which once had given him such joy with its celery and eggplant’. This statement expresses the yearning of his heart as he 
 
3, How does Calvino use simile and comparison in the second paragraph to express the intensity of Marcovaldo’s distress?
 
4. Explain the following examples of irony and interpret how together they develop Calvino’s main theme [200 words]:
(i)  “Where the water is really water, and fish are really fish.”
(ii)   “The fisherman’s paradise.”
 
 
5, What ideas can be derived from the story by interpreting the guard as a symbol?
 
6. In the end, does this story suggest that the modern, industrial city defeats both Marcovaldo and the naturalness he yearns for? Explain your opinion fully and support it with evidence and analysis.
 
 7. Why does the title have a question mark?
 
