Themes and Ideas

FAMILY
1) What makes a family unit work?
A family unit requires many qualities that remain the family intact. First and fore most is that you need to have respect within your family. Secondly, you should have affection and the mind to obey your family. In the book ‘Flash Jack’ at the beginning they come home and realise that they have been robbed. For a few chapters, Frank completely did not have any affection towards his Dave, Helen and his brothers. Soon after Sean starts to drift away from the Lightfoot’s and because of this Helen goes into depression and bares a lot of stress. This whole incident happened because there was no bond or any respect between each other. 
2) What makes a family change?
A possible way to trigger a family change would be when someone enters your family life, just like Diana trying to enter Jack’s life. Another way is when problems occur. By this I mean, when you have problems start arising your true face is revealed, when Frank is in trouble under the bridge it is his own brother who come for his rescue. It was also because of this event that the family was back together and this even itself was caused by a problem. 
3) To the community Jack’s family appear happy and successful. (p.57). Do all families have an external and internal life, a public and a private face?
It is human nature to have secrets and keep things secret. In a family not everything is publicised. There is a lot of fights and dilemmas but this is a growing secret only releveled to the family members. Everyone is different to the community and to their family, not everyone is transparent. Only the individual’s family knows his/her true face. 
4) Jack describes Frank as “the mystery at the heart of the family” (p.196). What does this mean?
What Jack means by saying this is Frank’s actual character is a mystery lying in the middle of the family. 
5) On page 165 Jack’s feelings move from being “annoyed” and “irritated” with his father to the view that “he was the best”, all in a matter of a few lines. Is this what life is like? A continual roller coaster of strong feelings both good or bad?
What makes up a family stay together is the frequency of problems which allows the family to do teamwork and face the challenges as one. Due to the problems the family might have small bumps of misunderstandings but the smoothness after the bumps is what makes the family happy. You must always understand that happiness always comes after sorrows. A family must include good and bad feelings, if there is only good then life will be boring rather than interesting. Life is very short so why not enjoy it to the most. 
6) The family attends a session with a therapist (first mentioned on (p.90), as he parents are concerned about how they are interacting as a family. Is this session a success (p.106 onwards) a success? Why or why not?

7) During the turmoil of Frank’s disappearance, they miss their next session. Do you think they will return for future sessions? Why/Why not? 
The Lightfoot’s family would probably not be returning for future sessions. There is no need as all their problems have been solved, Frank is not rude anymore and Sean doesn’t need to be worried because the Lees have brought them the stuff they have lost. 

PARENTS/GRANDPARENTS
8) Are Jack’s family and Diana’s family so very different? Discuss. (6-8) sentences.
There are mostly differences between the two various families. However, there are also a handful of similarities. The major difference is that Helen and Dave are still living together but Beatrice and John are divorced. There are six-family members in the Lightfoot’s (including their grandmother) and only four (including their grandmother) however John and Beatrice are divorced. Another difference would be the amount of respect given to their parents, Diana barely respects Beatrice but Jack cares a lot for Helen. Some of the similarities are that both the grandmothers have the same mind, in the Lightfoot’s family Jack’s grandmother always finds mistakes in people and in the quirks Diana’s grandmother is adaptive, since is someone does something for her one day, she expects you to do it every day or every time. 

SIBLINGS/BROTHERS
9) How real is the interaction between Jack and his brothers?
Jack is considerably the quietest in the family. There is not much of an interaction between him and his brothers. Frank talks to Jack in rare situations. Sean is just like Frank, he never talks to Jack and even if he does it is in a very insulting manner. 
10) Dave says; “Boys fight, you know” (p.81), as if such interaction is to be expected. Is it, or should it be?
Dave thinks that there is a lot of interaction between Jack, Frank and Sean but he is unknown of the real fact that they barely communicate to each other. 
11) Do the brothers really care for each other?
Frank, Sean and Jack are like people from different families to the community, they are mostly not seen together. However, there is a lot of affection towards each other somewhere deep in their heart and it is not revealed until Frank ran away from the house. It all happens when Jack goes out in the dark even though it is his most dreadful fear only to rescue Frank. 
12) Jack’s brother Frank appears to be the most bitter and the most alienated of the family. Is it true, or is he just the least able to cope with personal interaction?
Of course Frank is bitter but he is mostly the least able to cope with personal interaction. He is very shy and isn’t comfortable to talk to his own family members. Not only this but he is short-tempered and goes angry very quickly for simple matters. 

MORALLY RIGHT?
Jack’s father makes a moral stand on an issue that is important to him, despite the fact that this angers those closest to him and hurts them all greatly in a material sense.
13) Is what he does right?
Dave is a very ‘moral’ person, he wants everything to be fair. Unfortunately, his philosophy had caused a major problem in the family. His stand that he won’t sign the insurance papers caused everyone to be upset. His moral must be followed in small issues but not signing the legal documents was a blunder as it affected many people. What he took was a wrong decision. 
14) Why does the family have difficulties with his decision?
The family faces a lot of problems after the theft. The family starts to drift away finding their own path. Frank is angry on Dave and Helen. Sean rarely talks and is mostly outside. Helen is very depressed by her children and because of the fact that she couldn’t find a job. Jack also wants to avoid staying home and is mostly outside with Diana in her house or at the swimming pools. Later Frank is also taken to the police station after trying to rob the 2-hand good store in order to regain his favourite speakers. After this he runs away from the house. 
15) Is his decision unusual? Why/Why not?
Normally humans are greedy and selfish. No one can stop dreaming or is satisfied with what they have. But Dave has a different character to the others and wants to follow his heart more than his brain. Even though he is in trouble, he says the truth and after knowing that it is not legal he refuses to sign the documents. It was a very unusual decision. 

MATERIALISM
This book has lasting messages about the value of objects and people in our lives. The loss of objects is felt deeply by all of the family after the theft.
16) How does the loss affect each individual member of the family?
[bookmark: _GoBack]The family is no in deep trouble because the things that were stolen were required for many reasons. Sean was severely affected because he was doing a computer course at his university and now he is unable to do it because his computer had also fell victim for the robber. Frank cannot sleep now since his musical instruments were one of the things that were robbed and his favourite collection of music was also pinched with his instruments. Jack was also affected since his skateboard that he had purchased after all the hard work in the mornings had been robbed and now he is bored. The cold blooded robber had stolen everything from a mouth-organ to a computer. 
17) Do Jack and Diana have different views on material belongings?
Jack is more rich than Diana and cares a lot for his equipment. Whereas Diana has only limited resources and doesn’t pay a lot of interest for her belongings. 
18) Is it harder to have everything taken if you have a lot?
It is easier to go from low status to high status but it is very hard to come back down. The Lightfoot’s suffered a lot after the robbery. They did not have T.V or anything else that they can do to keep themselves interested. Without having their things, they were going over their limits. You must also ascend at a steady pace and not have sudden drops. 



