Identifying Themes in Texts

 
Below is a list of common themes to be found in texts:
 
	Growing up
 
Death
 
Identity
 
Relationships
 
Conflict
 
Belonging
 
Loss
 
Grief
 
Reality
 
Society
 
Friendship
 
Fear
 
Journey
	Sex
 
Gender
 
Commitment
 
Control
 
Trust
 
Betrayal
 
Love
 
Fate
 
Choices
 
Loyalty
 
Hope
 
Survival
 
Change



1. After reading the text, choose 4 themes that you think the author, Maureen McCarthy had in mind when writing Flash Jack. Support your opinion with examples from the text. Aim at including a detailed response of 200 words for each theme.
Growing up:
	Independent, mature and making your own decisions
	Anger, conflict, selfishness, separation and hate. 

	Example 1:
At the beginning of the book ‘Flash Jack’ Jack is just an ordinary thirteen-year-old young teenager. He wasn’t that must of an interest to the society, he just went skating alone and continued with his boring high school. He thinks that there is no one in the street who is around his age and always stays alone. But as the story progressed the situation got a bit revealing where Jack had found Diana, sixteen years old and had been living at the end of the street. Jack slowly starts building up love in himself when takes his decision and admits that he like her. Jack becomes more mature even though Jack says no when Diana asked to mate with him. Jack comes out of his skating world and starts living the life of a human. He faces and overcomes a lot of fears and challenging problems.  
	Example 2:
Even though it is our nature of growing up new problems arise as well. Jack changes a lot to how his was at the start to what he was at the end of the chapter. He was in his own universe at the start where he barely spoke to his brothers but at the end they turn out to be caring and loving for each other. Frank was for instance, very selfish and self-natured but for once he experienced fear and understood the true love of a family. The robbery of the house and frank robbing the 2-hand good store were the two major turning point and made everyone interact with each other but in a very selfish manner. They very only bothered about themselves. Everyone was growing up only to show their true nature, no matter good or bad.   




Love:
	Trust, affection, supportive 
	Betrayal, secrets, mystery 

	Love is mostly shown between Diana and Jack where they spend a lot of time together at the swimming pool or at Diana’s house. Jack thinks that Diana is a very good friend and it turns out to be love rather than friendship at the end of the story. Jack finds Diana trustworthy and shares all his stories with her. Diana is recognised supportive in many cases. For example, when Jack becomes frustrated or angry he goes out and meets Diana. Either of them cannot stay without talking to each other. Even though it is mostly Diana and Jack, there is a small angle of love between Jack, his parents and his brother. Dave and Helen love each other a lot and in fact Dave had changed his attitude career and character. Between the brothers there is  affection but it is rarely shown. It is mostly projected during the end of the book where Jack rescues his brother Frank. 
	Jack and Diana do like each other and have a lot of affection towards each other. But all this a unknown mystery to both of the innocent families, the Lightfoot and the Quirks. There is a lot of secrets between Jack and Diana, like her dad was the cold blooded robber. When it comes to love as humans we always want to make it remain so it is our nature to only show the positive aspects. Just like that the story shows that Diana hides many stories with Jack. It is considered as betrayal if you are not open to a person who trusts you the most. 




Friendship
	Loyalty, social, Helper
	Trouble, problems occur 

	Jack and Ricky are thick friends. Ricky is very caring and loyal towards Jack. Jack first met him at his new high school. But before the Lightfoots moved to Fairfield, Jack was studying at Harrietville high school. This was the time period when he met Blake. However, he wasn’t the perfect match for Jack. He always wanted to be very organised and had to keep everything in its place. Once, Jack had asked for twenty-cents for a pan-cake and the first thing he asked the next morning was “where is my twenty-cents.” But Jack moved schools shortly and became friends with Ricky Lee. Fortunately, Jack and Ricky went along very well. When Jack had lost his skateboard and Frank lost his collection of CDs, it was Ricky who gave Jack his skateboard and also gave Frank a bag of CDs. Ricky Lee was very rich, he family owned a departmental store and had a three-story house with an indoor swimming pool and a cellar at the bottom. Even though he was wealthy he acted like an ordinary person and moved friendly with Jack. They spent time together and had a lot of fun so far together.  
	But problems started as friendship grew. Due to Ricky, Jack’s family faced a lot of problems. Jack at the start was yelled at in the start by Helen when he secretly visited Ricky’s house. Then Dave started supporting Jack and debated with Helen which made them to fight. This whole problem originated because of Jack being friends with Ricky. It did not only end here but problems actually got worse. Ricky had smuggled a toy gun (an actual gun but with minor problems) and handed it over to Jack. Meanwhile, Frank located his favourite speakers in a second-hand good store and asked for them back. Since the shopkeepers did not oblige he had an idea of robbing the store. So he requested Jack for the fake gun to steal the speakers. But he got into severe trouble after being caught by the police. A friend is supportive but there are also negative aspects of having friends.   




Change
	Rectify, correct, different thoughts
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	Frank is the character that is changed the most. There is a lot of differences for what he was at the start of the story and to the end of the story. In Jack’s prospective, he was very selfish and cunning. He expected more than what he could afford. When the house was robbed, Frank was the most annoyed person out of the family. He was irritated for small matters. He wanted to win and make his brothers angry. But as the book progressed, Frank started to face real life problems. He was taken to the police station because of his attempt to get his speakers back. Being afraid of the police and Stanley he ran away from the house and is under a bridge in the dark. Unexpectedly Jack is the one who rescues Frank. This was the main part of the story where change occurred. Frank realises that he had completely misunderstood his brothers and his parents. Even Jack was surprised that he went out in the dark only to save his brother Frank who he had piled up revenge on. After this incident everyone joins back together. 
	



