· His family
· His personal will 
· His teacher’s encouragement 

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the fantastic book/autobiography, Mao’s Last Dancer, Li’s family is destined to suffer and live a very poor life. However, Li Cunxin (protagonist) has many opportunities to boost himself and his family out of the ‘well’. There are many factors that support this, such as his family who are very keen in his son’s career and sending him to the Beijing Dance Academe. Adding on, his own determination is also another factor that helps him escape his family’s condition, he never gives up anything and always persists. As the book progress he meets different teachers who make a positive effect on Li’s personal life. It is up to Li to decide his fate. 
Unfortunately, Li Cunxin hesitates to take the offer to go to Beijing. One of the main reason for Li to change his mind is his family. They educated him about the benefits of going to the Beijing Dance Academe. “My dear son, this is your lucky chance to escape from this cruel world. Go, go and do something special with your life!” they said. Hence, he began his journey through the dance world. This is one of the main factors that helped him escape his family’s poor circumstances. As the book progresses, Li loses hope of surviving in the Beijing Academe, making him go out of track. When he returns to Quindao, with bad scores, his father is the one who encourages him to study only harder instead of being frustrated and angry, like other parents. He tells him about the struggles he would have to face if his was to still be in Quindao. This triggers his inner conscience, causing him to be more motivated and concentrated. 
Another factor that helps Li escape his family poverty is his own determination, which is also carried throughout the book. An example would be, when his school is auditioned by Madame Mao’s servants he says that the exercises are not painful even though it is excruciating because he wanted to be chosen. This proves his will to strive forward. Adding on, when he was to perform various stunts when he was shivering in stage fear, he thought about his state back in the village if he did not perform well, giving him the courage demonstrate his skills in front of the large crowd. Also when he was struggling to do the pirouettes, he challenged himself by trying to reach higher, as a result Li could do 5 perfect continuous pirouettes. Finally, when he was denied visa to America by the communist leader, he persisted in trying to convince the Chinese government to allow him permission to America even though the government rejected his request every single time. Due to his determination and luck he was granted permission, and happily travelled to America. Without determination, Li would have lost these opportunities and would have had to live in sheer poverty. 
Moreover, Li’s teacher’s encouragement is another main factor. They are Li’s main supporters through many occasions. One of the most important teacher is teacher Xaio. For instance, when Li is have trouble with the hard steps, teacher Xaio tells him the story of the archer, giving him the energy and the strategy to overcome his problems. Teacher Xaio not only is a teacher but a true friend to Li, he shares his ideas and feelings with Li. Teacher Xaio also fights for Li in different instances, such as when Li is having a dispute with the Chinese government, he is the one who helps Li talk to the leader of China. Plus, another teacher would be Ben, who is the director of the Houston Ballet, that encourages Li during his training at America. Ben was his only hope of surviving in America, without him Li would have certainly not have made it that far. Overall, as a result of good teachers, he made it out of the ‘well’. 
In conclusion, there were many factors for Li to escape poverty. The main reasons being his family, teachers and his determination, he was successful in life did achieve something. 
