Lyndale Secondary College	Ms. Boussioutas	English
Bend it like Beckham
Context The Film Part One (35 mins)
The film is spoken in contemporary south east England accents and use of vocabulary, together with some Indian English accents and Hindi words. In the first section of the film some common expressions are used, the kind you won’t find in a dictionary. There are some cultural references that might need explaining. Here are some:
Bunked off		avoided going to school from time to time
Gutted			felt devastated, totally disappointed
Hounslow		district of West London near Heathrow Airport
Innit?			Question tag from isn’t it? But used in place of any question tag
Laters			see you later
MOT			reference to check of vehicle safety according to government standards
Uni			short for University
X-certificate		reference to films, and by extension anything else, that is

A key phrase in the script is: “If I had an arranged marriage, would he let me play football?”
What is an arranged marriage?
How likely is it that she would be allowed to play football?

Context The Film Part Two 
Answer the following questions:
What do Jesminda’s friends call her?
Jesminder’s friends call her Jess. 
Where is she playing when Jules first sees her play?
Initially, when Jules first sees her play, is at a park with Tony.
Who is Joe, and what nationality is he?
Joes is Scottish and he is the women’s, football club’s coach. 
What does Jesminda’s mum do when she sees her playing football?
When Jesminda’s mum catches Jess playing football, she starts to scold her and lecture her. 
How does Jesminda manage to practise with the team without her parents knowing?
Even though Jess’s parents do not like her playing football in a club, she still continues her practise by saying she has summer work or else by sneaking out when her parents are not at home. 
What is her sister, Pinkie about to do?
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What is Pinkie doing that her parents don’t know about?
Jesminda borrows some money from her mother to buy some shoes. What kind of shoes does she buy?

First viewing of the film

After watching the film, answer the following questions:
1. In which category (genre) of film should ‘Bend it like Beckham’ be placed? Give reasons
2. What is the film mainly about? Write a brief summary of the story.
3. What did you learn from watching the film?
4. Record your impressions of Jess, Jules, Joe and their families



Setting:
There are three main cultures identified in this film: the English (London culture), the English football culture and the Sikh culture.
1. List what is seen as the good  aspects and negative aspects of each of the above cultures as is highlighted in the film
2. What is the film maker trying to teach us about each of these cultures?
3. Using the information in the  film and/or your own research, find out what the following means for Jess:
Love match; Gora; Paki;  Bend the ball; Professional Football; foul; penalty goal; scout
4. What does the phrase ‘Bend it like Beckham’ mean: in soccer terms and why might it be considered a metaphor for the lives of Jess and Jules?

Characterisation:
The film is mainly from the perspective of Jess. Our opinions of things that happen are shaped by our sympathies for her character. The following questions ask you to consider the way the characters in this film are presented to us.

Jess and Jules
Describe Jess’s home life. Include the positive and the negatives
Describe Jules’s home life. Include the positive and the negatives
In what ways are their lives similar? Different?
Describe the relationship between Jess and Jules at the start of the film
What problems do they encounter with each other and how are these resolved?
What changes have occurred in this relationship?
What has caused these changes?

Other characters
For each of the following characters, Joe, Pinkie, Jess’s mother, Jess’s father, Jules’s mother, Jules’s father, Tony,  answer these questions:
What is the character like?
What does the character want the most?
What is the character’s main problem?
How is the ‘problem’ solved (if at all)?

Character focus: Jess
1. Briefly describe Jess.
2. What does she want from life?
3. What hinders her?
4. What does she learn: about her family, about friendship, about herself.
5. Choose three of the above characters and describe Jess’s relationship with each.

Theme
There are a number of recognisable themes in this film and they all stem from the main idea of clash of the cultures. Associated with this is stereotyping and misunderstanding. The main themes are:
1. Culture clash
2. Stereotyping and misunderstanding
3. Friendship and Love
4. Parent/child relationships
5. Identity and Belonging

For each theme list examples from the film which show these main ideas
What is the film maker saying about these ideas?

Important quotes
For each of the following quotations:
Who said it and who is listening?
Explain what is happening at that point in the film.
Why is this quote important? 
What is your personal response to the comment?

1. What bigger honour is there than respecting your elders.
2. Your parents don’t always know what’s best for you Jess.
3. Children are a map of their parents.
4. Parents never see the good things.
5. I don’t feel close to my family Jess. I don’t need you to feel sorry for me.
6. I’ve decided that I’ve got to take an interest or I’m gonna lose you.
7. Why are they so frightened to let you play? The want to protect me. This is taking me away from everything they know.
8. You’re lucky to have a family that cares that much about you. I can understand you don’t want to mess with it.
9. Whose life are you living Jess? If you try pleasing them for ever, you’re going to end up blaming them.
10. She called me a Paki but I guess you wouldn’t understand what that feels like.
11. I’ve never seen an Indian girl play football.

Analytical questions
Answer the questions with supportive material from the film

1. In what ways does a family represent a team, and a team a family?
2. How important are traditions in culture? In our community? In our society?
3. What constraints are imposed on us by society?
4. How is prejudice propagated (multiplied)?
5. What misconceptions occur through judging by appearances alone?
6. To what extent do you believe parents contribute to bias in their children?

Post Viewing

1. Watch for the first appearance of Jesminder, her mother, and her sister, Pinkie. What does each character’s initial appearance tell us about her?
2. Watch for the montage of the girls at soccer as we hear the song ‘She’s a lady’. Try to listen to the lyrics. Why do you think the director Gurinder Chadha chose this song for the scene?
3. Watch for a montage of Jess and Jules buying soccer shoes. What song do we hear? Why is this a significant choice of song?

Post Viewing

1. For the audience to be sympathetic to the protagonist the audience must be able to identify with her. In what ways can we see ourselves in Jess?
2. Even when Jess is doing something wrong, the audience sides with her emotionally. Why?
3. Indicate how prejudice evolves within the characters as either them being victims of they fear being victimized by prejudice.
4. How is the film’s title applicable to the theme?
5. How is stereotyping a form of prejudice?
6. In what ways does Jules’ mother, Paula, unconsciously stereotype Jesminder?
7. Jumping to conclusions is a form of prejudicial thinking. Show how this applies to Paula and Jess.
8. What examples can you cite of epithets (any word or phrase applied to a person to describe a quality) used in the film? 
9. What does pinkie value? With which characters do these values link her? How do her values contrast those of her sister?
10. In what ways does Jess express an imitative desire to be male?
11. Why do Jess’s parents adhere so rigidly to their cultural customs?
12. How are mother and father roles portrayed in the film? Is this ironic?
13. The plot involves both internal and external conflict relating to the film’s themes. Show how conflict is evident.




			



