Week 1: Objectivity and Subjectivity

Objectivity
· Universal 
· Impersonal observation 
· Measurement 
· Facts 
· Writing: third person voice 
· Journalism: verbatim style 
· Cinema: Third person perspective

Subjectivity
· Individual 
· Personal perspective
· Evaluation 
· Opinions 
· Writing: first- or second-person voice 
· Journalism: opinion piece 
· Cinema: First person perspective

There difference is simple; however, it depends on: 
· The types of facts
· The types of claims made
· The types of questions raised

Academic questioning 

“We should never assume that there can be only one right view; we should not, in turn, presume that all views are right”

Academic argument depends on the variety of ‘disciplines’ and ‘academic arguments’

Paintings are beautiful. 

Can be viewed differently given different disciplines; art, economics, history. 

Subjectivity describes variations in perspective 
Bias describes prejudgement (prejudice)

Balancing opinions does not mean either side of the debate is correct (Brick et al. 16)

Academic debate vs media debate

· Media debate is often about winning an argument 
· Academic debate takes a nonadversarial approach in which claims are assessed and compared
· Academic arguments are more exploratory- aimed at locating new ways of understanding or at finding tentative ideas 
· Moves from much more carefully defined and smaller (less global) claims
· Seeks out common ground between competing points of view rather than solely emphasizing difference 
