Films and texts that revolve around the lives of leaders or high order members of the society commonly demonstrate the tough decisions they have to make as part of their role. Although, such decisions are usually influenced by someone, for example by members of the council etc. Which is certainly the case in the Stephen Frears film, ‘The Queen’, and David Malouf’s novel, ‘Ransom’. Although both Malouf and Frears similarly suggest that good advice comes from unexpected sources, they also illustrate that sometimes the most unexpected advice comes from within, as a result of experience. Nevertheless, Malouf and Frears also suggest that helpful advice is received from those who are obligated and bound by duty.




As shown by historical films and texts, communication is an essential part of a community. The genre itself adds emphasis to this since, history remains on the basis of communication and relies on current members on the society to pass it on to the succeeding generations. Meaning, historical texts presents the essentiality of communication. Which is certainly true in David Malouf’s, ‘Ransom’, and Stephen Frears film, ‘The Queen’.

