Mrs Cheah-Johnson was furious. She was at her desk finishing marking her students’ essay responses to the film ‘The Black Balloon’ and had realised that many of her class had plagiarised, or so she thought. She needed to decide what to do.

1. What should Mrs Cheah-Johnson do with each of these students?
Capital Punishment 

2. When does using a resource become plagiarism?
[bookmark: _GoBack]When the work has not be referenced to the person who originally wrote it. 

1. Maddy had copied large slabs from an Internet site. She had, at least, referenced the site in her bibliography.

But did that give her the right to just copy?

2. Yomashi had obviously used the same website. It looked like she had copied the text then rewritten it by changing words and moving phrases around. She had referenced it in her bibliography. 

Was that using resources well or was it plagiarising?

3. Frances had obviously used the same website as Maddy and Yomashi. She, at least, had taken the key ideas and used them to construct an argument in her own words. But she hadn’t referenced the website in her bibliography. 

Again, was that using resources well or was it plagiarising?

4. Jake and Dana handed in assignments that were virtually identical. No way could it be coincidence, thought Mrs Cheah-Johnson. 

Is it fair to write it together and hand it in as their own work?

5. James’ essay was terrific; the best essay he’d submitted. Mrs Cheah-Johnson was really pleased with it and couldn’t see any evidence of plagiarism. But after thinking about it and speaking with his English teacher, she became absolutely convinced that this was not his own work. 

If James had actually cheated but been able to cover his tracks and get away with it, does that make it OK?

If Mrs C-J believes he isn’t being honest but has no evidence, what should she do?

6. Zig and Zag handed in two essays that were different in content but identical in structure. It seems that Zig copied Zag’s outline. 

Is this plagiarism?

7. Describe a plagiarism scenario of your own that raises ethical questions.

