

YEAR 9: CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP
Vocabulary:
Party • Ideology • Election • Political party • Campaign • Platform • Policy
Parliamentary party discipline • Voting • Agenda • Social movement
Member of Parliament • MP
Focus Questions:
· Why do political parties form?
• What is a party platform? (a public statement of principles and aims of a political party usually presented at an election)
• What is a party policy? (a plan of action or principle agreed or chosen by a political party)
• What is the difference between a political and parliamentary party? (a parliamentary party is a subset of a political party)
 ACTIVITIES:
a. Getting started
1. How do groups form in parliament?
[bookmark: _GoBack]
2. Discuss the benefits of collaborating with like-minded people.
3. List the main political parties in Australia. Who do these parties represent?
4. Discuss the difference between the smaller parliamentary party and the larger political party.
b. Main Activity
1. What’s your cause? What big issues do you care about? (climate change, youth wages, university entrance, cost of music CDs, terrorism etc.)
2. Group like issues under 3 or 4 subject headings.(environment, youth affairs, economic growth, national security etc.)
3. Group students into parties based on shared views and concerns. Parties may vary in size. Retain two students to act as Independents (members of parliament who do not belong to a party)
4. Ask students to determine a party name, to select a spokesperson, to develop a party platform which reflects the party’s priorities and to present an election campaign speech of 2 to 5 minutes.
5. Hear each presentation and allow time for peer review.

Parliamentary Party discipline - Party discipline is the ability of a parliamentary group of a political party to get its members to support the policies of their party leadership.

Voting - cause (someone) to gain or lose a particular post or honour by means of a vote.

Agenda - a list of items to be discussed at a formal meeting.

Social movement - They are large, sometimes informal, groupings of individuals or organizations which focus on specific political or social issues.

Member of the parliament - a person formally elected to the UK national legislative body or other similar legislature elsewhere.

MP – member of the parliament
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