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Student Worksheet
Medieval Japanese society

As in medieval European countries, Japanese society was hierarchical.

1	Complete the following table to explain shi-no-ko-sho, eta and hinin. Some answers have been given as examples.
	
	Class
	Roles/vocations
	Contribution to society

	Shi
	Warriors
	 Obey their Damyio	
 Fight for their country 	
	
	
	Runs the estates and collect all the taxes. Keep everything under their control. 

	No
	Peasants
		Farmers
	Make silk and, paer
	Make food and work for their leaders. 

	Ko
	Artisans
	   Craftsman 	
	Make the basics needs for their society 

	Sho
	Merchants
		Shipment and transport 
	Lending money 
	Makes the society rich and economical. 



	Eta
	Outcasts
		The Japanese army 

	Kill animals for various reasons
	Protect the village. 



	Hinin
	Non-people
		Begging 
	Nothing 


2	What was the main reason for the last three groups having a low social status?
	The main reason for the last three groups to have low social status Is because they were not required and because they were the poor. 
3	Why do you think wandering priests, actors and mime artists also had a low social status?

	Wandering priests, actors and mime artists also had low social status because the community could still live without them whereas the peasants were needed since they are the key maker of food for the people of Japan. 
4	a	Why did the emperor need the warrior class to control Japan? 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]		To keep the land safe from enemies. 
	b	How did the emperor pay the warriors for their services? The emperor paid the warrior for their service by giving them land. 	

			
		
