Flash Jack

Questions on characters:
[bookmark: _GoBack]Jack 
“It was the best of times. It was the worst of times”. (p.13)
1) What does Jack mean by this? How can any experience be both?
What Jack means by saying this is that he liked the times even though they were negative.  
2) Do you think other family members would have viewed the two weeks in a similar vein/ Why/Why not?
Yes, even though the two-weeks very filled with problems and tensions there was a lesson and a good outcome of the situations. Everyone changed their character and experienced real life problems. So I think other family members would have liked the holidays even though the situation was very ‘hectic’. 
During this novel Jack faces his deepest fear of the dark in order to find his brother Frank and restore a sense of normalcy to his family (p.230 onwards). Jack is shown as having a certain inner strength. 
3) Does Jack have strength of character not unlike that of his father Dave? 
Yes, however he doesn’t change his character but he overcomes some of his dreadful fears during the holiday period to bring peace and normalcy to his family. Even though Dave changed his character for Helen, I think that Jack does have a strength of character. 
4) Is Jack a Flash Jack?

Diana
1) What motivates Diana?
Diana is mostly motivated and energized by Jack. It is Jack’s behaviour and his love that makes Diana motivated. 
2) Why does she tell Jack she has seen someone riding his skateboard (p.17)?
Mostly to give hope to Jack and because it would help in the case to figure out the robber.
3) For jack “reading was like breathing’ (p.135). Has not been able to read made a difference to Diana’s life? What of her reactions to, and feeling about, the book Matilda?

Diana, even more so than others, appears to be living in some kind of fantasy world. The day they watch the robber’s house and make notes (p.125) is reminiscent of television detective shows. Jack, during the robbery, feels he is “stuck in the middle of their fantasy with no way of getting out”. (p.191). 
4) Is all of Diana’s life a fantasy world, or is reality just too stark and hurtful for her?
All of Diana’s life is not a fantasy world and is simply the reality and which is painful.
5) Diana’s bedroom, in contrast to the rest of the house, is tidy and starkly bare. Her life is obviously lacking in material possessions. Jack describes it as “sad”. (p.77). Why?
Jack describes it as “sad” because it does not have a computer, books or anything. It only has a proxy grey mat, a bed with a white cover over it, a cupboard and a table under the window. 

Frank
1) “In one sense it is almost Frank’s story seen through the eyes of Jack”. 

2) Is this book Frank’s story?
No, it is Jack’s story even though Frank is part of the story. 
3) Is there good in Frank? 
Yes, he is still an innocent child at the bottom of his heart but basically shows himself as robust and rough. 
4) It is Frank who comes for Jack when he is frightened as a young boy. Is this a different Frank?
Yes, as Frank barely ever spoke to Jack and even cared about him. 

Sean
1) Is Sean less concerned about material possessions, and therefore more ready to let them go?
No, Sean is very concerned about the loss of materials which would cause him trouble which his future studies at his university. He only wants what he had but is not greedy like Frank. 
2) Is he not as close to Frank and Jack and therefore apart from the central action? 
Sean is not close to any family member and minds his own business which makes him therefore apart from the central action. 
3) Is he different from his brothers in more than just physical characteristics?
Sean is different from his brothers, he likes to be independent and by himself. Unlike Jack and Frank, Sean does care about his studies and career. 

Dave Lightfoot
“As far as I’m concerned, doing the right thing is not just for when it suits you”. He was really yelling at this stage. “It’s important to tell the truth even when it hurts – especially when it hurts!” (p.25)
1) Is Dave right?
Dave is right morally but in this case he should have thought about the consequences if he did choose to be moral in life. 
2) If he had agreed to sign the insurance forms and forgot to open the window would he really have been going against his moral code?

3) Is it true, there is no one more hard headed or difficult than a reformed adherent?
No, the Lightfoot’s family has just started to face real problems and it would not be over already at least. 

Helen LightFoot
1) Is there evidence that Jack’s parents are having difficulties themselves? 
Yes, at one stage Helen books an appointment with local councillor, after seeing a rush of dilemmas. 
2) Does Jack’s mother agree with her husband’s stance? 
Jack’s mother does not agree with her husband’s ‘moral code’. She becomes very frustrated and angry at the start. Due to Dave’s philosophy the Lightfoots could claim their insurance. 
Jack is consumed by his own life. His mother is going through a difficult period and she is looking for a job. On page 90 she admits she is not happy. 
3) Does Jack register his mother’s distress and concerns? 
Jack does not register his mother’s distress as he has his own worries. 
4) Is Jack’s mother the emotional centre of this family?
Jack’s mother is known to be the emotional centre of the family. She is the person who tries to solve the problems to save her affectionate sons. 
5) Look carefully at the interaction between family members during the special birthday tea for Sean (p.51 onwards). What does this tell us of Jack’s mother?
The special occasion proves Helen’s love and her intention to make her children happy, but Sean is unhappy and doesn’t care about anything but his lost belongings. 



