[bookmark: _GoBack]To what extent did Charles Perkins influence Australia’s modern history? Analyse how he became one of Australia’s influential figures in Australia’s civil rights movement. 

Charles Perkins had a significant impact in Australian history during the post—war era. His childhood gave him the motivation to receive an education and to help prevent discrimination. This led him to become a politician, sports star and an important Australian aboriginal activist. Charles Perkins also started the Australian freedom rides after seeing the success of the original freedom rides in America. These contributions that Charles Perkins made during his lifetime have made him an excellent role model for Aboriginal people.  
Charles Perkins was a major role model to the Australian public. Perkins was the first aboriginal to get a university degree and was a professional soccer player, with his skills taking him to England to play for the leading teams and eventually declining an offer from Manchester United. After returning to Australia and retiring from professional soccer, Charles Perkins attended the University of Sydney, gaining a  Bachelor of Arts degree. This made Charles Perkins an inspiration to Australian people and an influential role model.  
Charles Perkins main contribution to Australian history was the freedom rides. The first ever freedom ride was on the 12th of February 1965, when thirty university students, known as the “Student Acton for aboriginals”, boarded a bus to fight for better treatment for aboriginal people in the rural New South Wales. Before the “Freedom Rides”, aboriginals were being evicted from their lands and forced to live on reserves or as fringe dwellers. At Moree, the “Student Action for Aboriginals” protested the segregation of a local swimming pool, picketing the front of the council chambers, holding public meetings and taking Aboriginal children to the pool. This protest was considered a major success, resulting in the pool being desegregated. 
Charles Perkins had a significant impact on the Australian history during the post war era and on the life of many Aboriginals through his involvement in the freedom rides and his work as an aboriginal activist and politician. He reduced the discrimination for Aboriginals by attracting attention to the treatment of Aboriginal people in the country towns of New South Wales. The media’s involvement in the freedom rides changed the views of the Australian public towards race as shown in the 1967 referendum, where the majority of Australian’s supported the idea of Aboriginals as citizens of Australia. 


