GRIEVING family of a father shot dead near his homehave angrily warned police to catch his killer — “before we do”. 
Michael Jones, 47, was gunned down on his morning walk about 100m from his Heidelberg West home about 7.30am yesterday. Police were last night no closer to finding who pulled the trigger, though his family said they knew who did it. Emotions ran high as distraught relatives confronted police searching Mr Jones’s Cypress St home about 2pm. “We’ve told you who did it. Now go and get him, before we do,” a man yelled at them. Tensions grew as more family and friends arrived, their cars screeching to a halt before they jumped out and joined in a heated exchange. One young man was shaking as he frantically screamed into his mobile phone “You’re dead” and “We’re coming to get you” before jumping in a car and speeding off. Another man yelled at police: “They are going to get him now. You better send someone around there first.” Police would not say last night whether the man whom the relatives suspected was a person of interest to them. Friends, family and neighbours last night described Mr Jones, the father of a teenage daughter, as “a beautiful man” and “the nicest guy”, always willing to lend a helping hand.
“He was a really great bloke,” friend Robbie Lampard said. “If you ever needed anything, he’d give it you.
“He was the best.”
Detective Senior Sergeant Stuart Bailey said the shooting was a “brazen, high-risk crime”. Gunfire in the middle of a suburban street put other lives at risk, he said. Mr Jones was shot once in the upper torso. A truck driver passing by found his bloodied body and frantically tried to revive him. Ballistics experts examined the scene. A line search by police dogs and SES crews of surrounding streets, nearby Darebin Creek, and garbage bins and drains failed to find a weapon or other evidence. Det. Sen-Sgt Bailey said Mr Jones was known to police, but had not come to their attention in 10 years. He urged anyone with information to call Crime Stoppers on 1800 333 000.
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