Principles of criminal liability.                                                                                 18/02/2014
Crimes are punishable by the state offenders will be punished by the courts as a result of committing a crime.
There are 5 principles of criminal liability:
1. The presumption of innocence: in any criminal case, it is common law rule that a person is presumed to be innocent until proven by the prosecution (the crown) in a court of law to be guilty.
2. The burden & standard of proof: the duty of proving something in a court of law is known as the burden of proof. In criminal cases, this rests with the prosecution (the crown). The rule is that the guilt of the accused must be established beyond reasonable doubt. If all the prosecution can prove is that the accused is possibly guilty, or even probably guilty, that is not enough.
3. Elements of a crime: in nearly all crimes, two main facts must be proved regarding the behavior of the accused. It must be proved that the accused was guilty of the act actus reus- a wrongful act) and that he or she had means rea (a guilty mind).
4. Age: only children 10 years or older are liable for criminal actions.
5. [bookmark: _GoBack]Participants in the crime: under common law, anyone who helps plan a crime but is not actually involved/ present at its commission is known as accessory before the act. The person who commits the actual crime is the principle in the first degree and anyone that is present at the time assists in some way is known as a principle in the second degree. A person helping the crime is committed is known as an accessory after the fact.
Prosecution- takes the accused to the court, their duty to prove that the is guilty over reasonable doubt.
Actus reus- wrongful act.
Rea- guilty mind.
Accessory- someone who assists you.
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