Theories of crime
Strain theory
Why do people engage in crime according to strain theory?
They experience strain or stress, they become so upset, and they sometimes engage in crime as a result, they may engage in crime to reduce or to escape from strain they are experiencing for examples, they may engage in violence to end harassment from others, they may steal to reduce financial problems or they may also run away from home to escape abusive parents. They may also engage in crime to seek revenge against those who have done wrong to them. And they may engage in the crime of illicit drug use to make themselves feel better. Sometimes they do commit crime to be relieved from their stress. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Social learning Theory 
According to this theory people learn to engage in crime, primarily through the association with others. They learn beliefs that are favorable to crime, and they’re exposed to crime and they are exposed to criminal models. As a consequence they come to view crime as something that is desirable or at least justifiable in certain situations. According to social learning theory, juveniles learn to engage in crime in the same way they learn to engage in conforming behavior: through association with, or exposure to others. Primary or intimate groups like the family and peer group have an especially large impact on what we learn. In fact association with delinquent friends is the best predator of delinquency other than prior delinquency. However, one does not have to be in direct contact with others to learn from them. For example, one may learn to engage in violence from observation  of others in the media. Most of social learning theory involves a description of the 3 mechanisms by which individuals learn to engage in crime from these others: differential reinforcement, beliefs and modeling. Description of the 3 mechanisms by which individuals learn to engage in crime from these others differential reinforcement, beliefs and modeling
Labeling theory
According to labeling theory, official efforts to control crime often have the effect of increasing crime. Individuals who are arrested, prosecuted and punished are labeled as criminals. Others then view and treat these people as criminals and increases likelihood, of subsequent crime for several reasons. Labeled individuals may have trouble finding employment, which increase their level of strain and reduces their stake in conformity. Labeled individuals may find that conventional people are reluctant to associate with other criminals as a result. This reduces their bond with convectional others foster the social learning of crime. Finally labeled individuals may eventually come to view themselves as criminals and act in accordance with these self-concepts.
