Theories of crime 
Strain Theory
Why do people engage in crime according to strain theory:
They experience strain or stress, they become so upset, and they sometimes engage in crime as a result. They may engage in crime to reduce or escape from the strain they are experiencing for example, they may engage in violence to end harassment from others, they may steal to reduce financial problems or they may run away from home to escape abusive parents. They may also engage in crime to seek revenge against those who have done wrong to them. And they may engage in the crime of illicit drug use to make themselves feel better. 
Social learning Theory 
According to this theory people learn to engage in crime, primarily through the association with others. They learn belief that are favorable to crime, and they’re exposed to crime and they are exposed to criminal models. As a consequence they come to view crime as something that is desirable or at least justifiable in certain situations. According to social learning theory, juviniles learn to engage in crime in the same way they learn to engage in conforming behavior: through association with, or exposure to others. Primary or intimate groups like the family and peer group have an especially large impact on what we learn. In fact association with delinquent friends is the best predator of delinquency other than prior delinquency. However, one does not have to be in direct contact with others to learn from them. For example, one may learn  to engage in violence from observation  of others in the media. Most of social learning theory involves a description of the 3 mechanisms by which individuals learn to engage in crime from these others: differential reinforcement, beliefs and modeling. 
Labeling Theory
According to labeling theory, official efforts to control crime often have the effect of increasing crime. Individuals who are arrested, prosecuted and punished are labeled as criminals. Others then view and treat these people as criminals and this increases the likelihood of subsequent crime for several reasons. Labeled individuals may have trouble finding employment, which increases their level of strain and reduces their stake in conformity. Labeled individuals may find that conventional people are reluctant.

Type of serial killer
Visionary motive- this type is insane or psychotic; often they hear the voices that tell them to commit crime and they see visions.
Mission oriented- they show no psychosis to the outside world. However, they have a need to rid the world of what they see as immoral or unworthy. Usually preying on groups of people such as prostitutes, homosexuals, young women and children. 
Thrill oriented- these killers often kill for the fun of it. They get a high of killing and are sadistic. Killing for the excitement. 


Characteristics of a serial killer
· Some of the personality traits that researchers have found in a majority of serial killers:
· Many are white men between the ages of 25 and 35
· Income did not matter whether high or low.
· They have at least an average if not high intelligence.
· Usually they were married with children.
· Some are organized while others are unorganized. This characterizing can also be categorized by things that went on in the childhood years.
· While many believe that serial killers are from the “wrong side of the tracks”, there are many from well of families as well. 

Organized VS. Disorganized
Organized murderers- have at least an average if not above average intelligence, are socially complement and preferred skilled work. They also have a high birth order status and their fathers work was usually stable, however, their discipline was often inconsistent. They’re able to control their mood during the crime and often use alcohol the crime. Stress was a large factor in their lives, followed their crimes in the news. Most were living with a partner as well. They also had good mobility as far as a vehicle and often changed jobs or left town. 
Disorganized murderers- often had a below average intelligence and were no very social. They preferred unskilled work. They often did not have a good role model as their fathers work was often unstable. In terms of discipline they’re often endured very harsh punishment as a child. They are very anxious during the committing of the crime, and do not use a lot of alcohol. Disorganized murderers often live close to the crimes and have low stress in their lives. They’re also not very interested in the media of their crimes. However, they do often have a significant change in behavior.
What do they look for in a victim?
· Serial killers look for someone they can over power because they enjoy the suffering of victims. In fact they may torture their victim for several days to obtain as much pleasure as they possibly can.
· Most victims seem to be chosen at random, however some serial killers prefer to stick with a specific group; for example young women, prostitutes, gays, or children.
· Serial killers select the victim then will fantasize about the murder prior to carrying it out.
· They look for victims that share personality traits or physical traits.

Childhood characteristics of a serial killer:
Many researchers have found similar things that serial killers have gone through as a child, such as;
· A history of sexual and physical abuse.
· Either had no father figure because he father left prior to the age of 12 or the father was domineering or abusive
· Committed delinquent acts such as setting fires, theft and cruelty to animals.
Where not all the researchers agree to all the above profiles there are many that believe these are the dominate traits. Some of the other traits they found in many of the serial killers that they interviewed and studied are bed wetting even after the age of 12, fire starting and animal abuse. 
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