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In September 2006, 19 year-old Brodie Panlock threw herself off the top of a multi-storey car park in the inner-eastern Melbourne suburb of Hawthorn, around the corner from the cafe where she had worked for the past 18 months. She succumbed to her injuries in hospital three days later. Speaking to the ABC last year, Brodie’s mother Rae remembered her as “my little ray of sunshine, a very compassionate, loving kid and a very pretty girl.”
There are currently 2000 estimated deaths from self-harm each year, with suicide second only to motor vehicle accidents as the leading cause of death for people aged between 16 and 25. 
The Bill, commonly referred to as "Brodie's Law", was introduced in April 2011 in response to the death of Melbourne waitress Brodie Panlock, who committed suicide in 2006 after being continually bullied at work.
The new law is expected to take effect in early June 2011. Important legislative changes in the Bill include:
· Broadening the scope of the definition of stalking to include serious bullying behaviour such as abusive and offensive words or acts
· Making bullying behaviour subject to stalking penalties of up to 10 years imprisonment
· Expanding the definition of harm to include self-harm and mental harm such as psychological harm and suicidal thoughts
· Allowing bullying victims to apply for the protection of a stalking intervention order.
These laws will be in addition to the current provisions under the Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004 dealing with employers' obligations to provide a workplace which is safe and without risks to health, including mental health. The OHS Act also places obligations on individuals to take reasonable care for the health and safety of themselves and others. 
Brodie’s Law has broadened the definition of bullying behaviour to include: acting in any other way that could reasonably be expected to cause a victim to engage in self-harm.
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