Level C- Discuss the various kinds of fear faced by the major characters and assess the extent to which they overcame them.DRAFT

[bookmark: _GoBack]Introduction-Fear is being demonstrated throughout the book by many of the characters and to some extent they overcome them with courage. 
· Michele’s superstitious views on dead people coming back to life after seeing Filippo.
· Adults undergoing fear when they are in the middle of the argument, Felice’s invisible fear hidden is shown when confronted.
· The fear of the three adults on who is going to kill Filippo.
· When he went to meet Filippo at night, when all the monsters and witches are out, and the courage he had to gain when he had to do it.
Body paragraph 1- At the start of the story the protagonist Michele is scared of a number of imaginary things like ogres, monsters, and witches. At first his fear at the abandoned house flows around these superstitious views, such as the possibility of dead people coming back to life. When he wants to talk to Filippo he doesn’t know what to expect and tells himself ‘I must pluck up courage and look’ (pg.60). Therefore in every part of the book each character experiences fear but only to some extent they overcome it.  However, when Michele is exposed to the truth about why Filippo is being kidnapped and who is involved, he gains more confidence and courage to overcome this problem and find a solution. 
Body paragraph 2- However, it is not only Michele who experiences fear; other characters also undergo fear and attempt to conceal it, in different ways. When Michele hears the adults arguing on the final night, he is reminded of the green lizards that ‘swell up and spit and try to scare you because they’re more scared of you’ (pg.189). Even Felice seems to be fearless, shows his fear when confronted with his boast “I’m not scared. I’m a paratrooper” (pg.193). He is afraid of being made to kill Filippo, which perhaps is a fear of the consequences, of “doing time” (pg.194).
Body paragraph 3- It is not only Michele who experiences fear and who is scared. Once the secret about Filippo’s kidnapping is out the whole village lives in the fear of the discovery especially Felice, Sergio and Pino (Michele’s father) who were the main people involved in the kidnapping of Filippo. This comes to heed when arguments break out about who is to be the one to do the actual killing and nobody wants to be the one with blood on his or her hands and the consequences this would bring in this life and in the hereafter.
Body paragraph 4- Michele has been bound to two mutually exclusive promises, one to Filippo that he would return and the other to his father that he would not try to contact Filippo again. This section begins with Michele having made the decision that he will try to prevent Filippo being murdered. He prepares to leave the house so that he can thwart the adults. He tells his sister where he is going and climbs down to the street via the top of his father’s truck. The night is pitching black. All of Michele’s monsters and superstitions will be present and all the strange sounds of the night fuel his fears. 
Conclusion- Therefore, many characters in the book to some extent experience fear and do overcome it at some point. Michele, who is one of our major characters, is set to portray the optimum fear which includes his superstitious notions. Other characters like Felice, Sergio and Pino experience fear too regarding the kidnapping and the killing of Filippo.         
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