YEAR TEN ENGLISH
EDWARD SCISSORHANDS ASSESSMENT TASK

C LEVEL
Explore the character of “Edward Scissorhands”.
Use the chart below to describe the character of Edward. Focus your notes on:
· How he appears in the film – your visual impressions – and whether or not these change.
· What he says and does in the events shown in the film.
· What other people say and think about him.
· Key scenes in the film that show the problems Edward faces and how he deals with them.
	Personal Details
	Problems
	Behaviour
	Key Scenes
	Lasting Impressions

	Appearance – face, hair, clothing, hands.
Age.
Manner – movement, speech, facial expressions, tone of voice.
History – how he came to be Scissorhands.
	What problems does Edward encounter when he first enters Peg’s home?
What problems develop as he stays with the Boggs?
	Judging from Edward’s actions in various situations, what kind of person do you see beneath the weird appearance?
At what point does his behavior change?
Why?
	Make a list of scenes which you think show:
Edward’s character early in the story.
Describe any events that seem to change Edward’s character.
	What do you think you will remember most about his character?
Why?
Did the events at the end of the film change your view of his character?
Why or why not?



B LEVEL
1] How is the story told in Edward Scissorhands? Here are some key features of the way the film tells the story, that is, how the film makers have constructed the world, the characters and the events in the film.
Use these features as a focus for discussing how the story is told in the film.
	Feature
	Examples for Investigation
	Discussion Points

	Creating the Neighbourhood.
	· The colours of the houses.
· Cars returning home at the same time.
· Using the telephone and answering machine.
· Gardens and lawns.
	What other objects in the film are similar colours to the houses?
Who goes to work and who stays home?
What roles do the telephone and the answering machine play in the neighbourhood?
What kind of neighbourhood is created in the film?
Why does Edward sculpt creatures such as the dinosaur?

	Contrasting scenes, images, characters.
	· The neighbourhood and Edward’s home.
· Edward’s appearance and his behaviour.
· Hands and scissors.
· The spirit of Christmas and how people treat Edward.
· Peg and her neighbours.
· Edward and Jim.
	What do these contrasts help to highlight about the character of Edward?
Why do you think the film makers chose to give Edward scissors for hands rather than some other disability?
Why won’t the neighbours go to Peg’s Christmas party? What does this suggest about these people?
Is Peg the only decent human being in the film? Why or why not?
Jim looks normal, Edward looks weird – is the way each of these characters behave?

	Using Flashbacks.
	· Identify and list any moments in the film with The Inventor.
	What events or objects trigger these flash backs? What parts of the story do the flashbacks tell? Does the Inventor’s making of Edward remind you of other films or stories? If so, in what ways?

	Point of View.
	· Is the story told from the point of view of a character or does it often change? Select some scenes which show the point of view used in the film.

	Why do we see Peg’s visit to Joyce’s house from inside rather than outside?
Why do we see Peg climbing the stars in the castle from above?


2] Answer the following:
a] Peg: “You know, when I brought Edward down here to live with us, I really didn’t think things through and I didn’t think of what could happen to him, and to us, and the neighbourhood.”
* What did happen to Edward, the Boggs and the neighbourhood?
* Do you think the Boggs became outsiders at the end of the film? Why or why not?
* What darker sides of the neighbourhood emerge as the film nears the end?
LEVEL A

ORAL PRESENTATION
· Students are to complete an oral presentation based on the film text.
· You may work as an individual or with a partner.
· Time limit: 4-5 minutes as an individual or 8-10 minutes with a partner.
· You MAY NOT USE NOTES during your presentation [palm cards with prompts are allowed].

TOPICS
1] Monologue. Perform a monologue as a character from the film, giving information about your background, your feelings about events in the film, your life in suburbia and your hopes for the future.
2] Point of View. Deliver a persuasive speech about why individuality is important in life. Draw from examples of “Edward Scissorhands” to support your arguments.
3] Drama. Dramatise a significant scene/scenes from the film and explain why they are significant.
4] Interview with a character. Conduct an indepth interview with one of the characters. Explore their individual characteristics, how they see life in suburbia and their plans for the future. Refer closely to the film.
5] News Report.  Imagine you are one of the news reporters who hound Edward after he is arrested. Perform a segment for the news that discusses Edward, what he has done and how he is treated. Ensure that you mention the change in attitudes towards Edward from the people in suburbia.
6] Point of View. Deliver a persuasive speech about why prejudice should be challenged in Australia. Identify the types of prejudice evident in this country and compare it to the prejudice witnessed in “Edward Scissorhands”.
