Level A- “I must pluck up courage and look.” ‘Although Michele experiences fear, he never lets his fear override his moral convictions.’ Discuss.    
The novel ‘I’m Not Scared’ by Niccolo Ammaniti, depicts a sense of Michele’s ethical struggles and his steady move towards good in the face of evil. Through experiences, some people’s values through the book are broken through fear, whereas others, such as Michele’s rose above it, because of his concern for others and loyalty. The title itself is a denial of fear- that is, an assertion of courage and boldness- that in fact is ironic, since it is disputed by the experiences of the characters, and especially of the protagonist, Michele. He tells himself “I’m not scared of anything” (p.46) when truly, he is scared of many things, a number of which are imaginary: ogres, monsters, witches and so on. At first his fear at the abandoned house circulates around superstitious notions, such as the possibility of dead people coming back to life, but later, when he learns why Filippo is in the hole and who has put him there, Michele’s fear gains a more rational basis. 
However, even when Michele knows he is right to be afraid, he is compelled to act by his sense of moral obligation. He knows he ‘must go’ to see Filippo after he hears Filippo’s mother’s declaration of love on the television, even though he ‘was scared’ (p.95). Also, after Michele has promised his father not to visit Filippo, he is torn by the fact that he has also promised Filippo that he will visit him. It is this latter promise that has the most force, since Michele knows that he ‘wouldn’t be doing anything wrong’ (p.161) and that, without him, Filippo has no-one to provide company or kindness. He always tries to follow his morals and to keep his word. This moral responsibility is stronger than Michele’s fear of what his father might say or do. 
Although it is mainly Michele’s fear with which the reader becomes most familiar, other characters also experience fear, although they express it, and attempt to conceal it, in different ways. When Michele hears the adults arguing on the final night, he is reminded of the green lizards that ‘swell up and spit and try to scare you because they’re more scared of you’ (p. 189). Even Felice, who seems to be fearless, shows his fear when confronted boasting “I’m not scared, I’m a paratrooper” (p.193). He is afraid of being made to kill Filippo, which perhaps is a fear of the consequences, of “doing time” (p.194).
Michele manages to do a whole lot better in ethical terms than the adults who are blinded by the hope of material gain and behaving extremely selfishly. His choices, with exception of the ‘Judas’ secret, are the right ones. His compassion and natural sense of what is right and wrong are what guides him, despite his age, innocence and fear. Michele draws upon a naive but heroic sense of right and wrong as he accepts responsibilities. Overcoming fear is also explored when Michele tries to solve the mystery of the body in the hole and later when he wants to save his new friend. As he pedals back the hill he reassures himself “I’m not scared of anything…” (p.46). When he wants to talk to Filippo he does not know what to expect and tells himself ‘I must pluck up courage and look’ (p.60). After their first conversation Michele is not sure about Filippo’s sanity and is reluctant to go back, until he realises that he has left the hole uncovered and that might mean a confrontation with Felice, which is more frightening than another encounter with Filippo. Yet he is pushed by the sense of moral obligation to save Filippo from his friends and family. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Later on in the novel his humanity overwhelms his fears. Fear is one of the most unbearable and destructive emotions which is demonstrated in the novel. The experience of fear and the ways in which fear can influence the characters’ actions are at the centre of our minds. To say ‘I’m not scared’ is to deny being afraid. Another terrifying incident for Michele’s is when he is sprung by Felice in the hole and he does not know what will be worse, the physical abuse that Felice will dish out, or his parents’ anger when they learn about what he has been up to with Filippo. When the fight erupts between Felice and Teresa, Michele forgets his fears and instinctively tries his best to protect his mother. 
Michele experiences fear in various encounters throughout the text, yet he never lets his fear override his moral convictions. This novel depicts Michele’s ethical struggles. At times the severity and involvement of the issue makes him forget the fear. Michele’s fear gains a more rational basis when he loses his innocence and becomes more mature to decide what is morally right or wrong. 
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