




“Tomorrow when the war began” by John Marsden, demonstrates how changes occur in the character order for them to survive. The teens have to come to terms with the fact that killing people may be the only way to survive in a warzone. Homer becomes the group leader after being a funny, crazy guy. Ellie loses her innocence from blowing up the lawn mower and killing the soldiers, and Robyn must act against her morals to survive.
Firstly, Homer is the funny, crazy guy who always jokes around and does not take things seriously. But, as we progress he becomes the leader who makes hard decisions, calculating the escape routes, and also protecting his friends. Ellie, Robyn and Homer “ .... sat in silence argument, three minds working on one topic how to get Lee away from Barker Street despite his wounded leg.” (Pg 136) this shows how he has changed to become responsible and serious, and also how he has changed himself for not only his own survival, but the survival of his friends.
Secondly, Ellie says “we believed we’re safe. That was the big fantasy. Now we know we’re not, and like you said, we’ll never feel safe again so its bye-bye innocence." (Pg 107) She thinks that feeling safe was the biggest fantasy they believed in. After she had the breakdown she turned out to be very tough in making decisions. She not guilty anymore in killing the soldiers because she knows that if she doesn’t kill them then they’re going to kill her. She’s doing that for her friends, she has changed for survival.
Thirdly, Robyn had to act against her morals in order to survive. Ellie and Robyn drove over people when saving Lee. She gets very upset and depressed that she had to do this because she was doing thinks she never wanted to do in her life just because of her friends and to save herself. “if I were a saint maybe I wouldn’t mind, but I’m not a saint so I rather mind a lot.. I don’t know any religion that tells people to go in and kill to get what they want. She had to change because there was no other choice if she didn’t change then she can’t survive, the soldiers would have killed her.
Therefore, in order to survive in a warzone, the teenagers had no other choice but to change themselves into stubborn, heartless, violent people from funny innocent and childish teenagers. If they were the same maybe they wouldn’t be able to survive, maybe the soldiers would’ve killed them. When it comes to life and death people change into good or bad characters immediately because saving themselves is the main aim of life  ( depending on the situation ) . So this book demonstrates how people strive to live their life, to save themselves from the soldiers.
