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                     Two Hands Together
                               Diana Kidd
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As the Rileys become neighbours with Lilly’s family, Lilly and Ella become the symbol of best friends. As well, Jake enjoys time next door with Uncle Charlie, Danny and Spike (pet dog) but all this is done behind without their dad’s consent. Unfortunately Lilly’s and Jake’s dad doesn’t like the Rileys immigrating beside their house and also has a bad impression on their indigenous background. But why this disapproval? Due to her dads dislike, Lilly gets hatred on her own father for the Rileys. Lilly doesn’t understand why her father hates them moving in next door. However Lilly and Jake neglect their father’s words and is always over at the Rileys enjoying eating delicious scones which aunty Maisie makes and also taking some in a container to munch it at their house. Meanwhile Jake spends time learning keyboard with Uncle Charlie (Aunty Maisie’s brother) and playing with Danny (Ella’s brother). Later Ella and Lilly also create a club named ‘Two Hands Together’ where they share stories with each other. The greatest encouragement for this is Aunty Maisie as she tells them stories about her ancestors and the some of the adventures of the possum skin rug. After a while Aunty Maisie listens to Lilly and Ella singing, she was very impressed and questioned them if they want to participate in a parade.  But other than her time with their neighbours she loves authoring phantom stories and the recent and the best one was the Great Yellow Phantom. Suddenly, one day Lilly’s dad finds out about their visits to the Rileys as Ella and Danny came to call Lilly and Jake to come to the park with them, but Lilly’s and Jake’s dad is very offensive and prevents them from seeing Ella and Danny. From here aftee the Rileys never spoke to Lilly’s family. Do they meet? Does Lilly’s father say sorry? 
Lilly was filled with remorse since her dad blamed the Riley for what Lilly and Jake did themselves. In anger Lilly buried her father’s most honoured trophy under their lemon tree. As some days pass, the grand parade starts and Lilly realises that it is the parade which Aunty Masie was taking about and she starts to worry about what her father is going to say about her going to the parade. But she decides not to due to the incident and also because of the fact that the Rileys not being back for three days. 
However, the Rileys returned one day and Lilly rushing curiously to see them after a long time. Ella walks past poking a tongue at her. The rascal Spike was very delighted to see Lilly. One day Jake and Spike head out to a river and unnexpectedely they fall into the strong current of the river. But Ella sights him and immediately informs the Rileys. They fortunately save Jake and Spike and wraps him in the warm possum skin rug. At the end the two families merge and together go to a restaurant. 
But why were the Rileys so angry? What made Lilly’s dad to scold them? 
Figure out by reading the incredible book, ‘Two Hands Together’
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